Comparing the Irish I & M Canal Ordeal by Contrasting a Personal Immigrant Family Experience

by Mary Kelly

Luis Meneses

Denise Meneses

I. Preview General Topic - Immigration

 -Previous Background Knowledge on Immigration

-Reasons for Immigration

-Sharing of Family Stories on Immigration Experience

-Telling of an Irishman’s Experience

-Provide Vocabulary on Immigration and Canal Terminology
II. Direct Instruction by Teacher - The Great Irish  Famine of 1845-1851 and  I & M Canal Research

III. Creation of Personal Immigration Story – the Student Packet

Activities to include: journaling about family, interviewing of family and fellow students, mapping strategies, personal experience with prejudice, occupations, living conditions, research on a famous immigrant.

IV. Field Trip Experience on the Illinois and Michigan Canal, Lockport, Illinois

V.  Group Oral Presentation on Research

